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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1. This communication is in response to the application filed on 1/1 1/02. Claims 1- 
29 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barry et al (6,081 ,786) in view of Mayaud (5,845,255). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Barry discloses a system for improving treatment of medical 
patients (See Barry, Col. 7, lines 31-33) comprising: 

at least one request processing element comprising a patient medical report 
including medical information, said patient medical report being associated with at 
least one expert consult request form (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56-67 to Col.5, line 21 ). 

Mayaud does not explicitly disclose that the system having "wherein the at least 
one expert consult request form is accessible directly from said patient medical report, 
and wherein said at least one request processing element is capable of populating the 
at least one expert consult request form with a portion of the medical information from 
said patient medical report; and 
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at least one expert processing element capable of receiving the at least one 
expert consult request form to thereby facilitate a medical consultation at least 
partially based upon the at least one expert consultation request form. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the system having "wherein the at least one expert 
consult request form is accessible directly from said patient medical report, and wherein 
said at least one request processing element is capable of populating the at least one 
expert consult request form with a portion of the medical information from said patient 
medical report (See Mayaud, Col. 18, lines 66-67 to Col. 19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67); 
and 

at least one expert processing element capable of receiving the at least one 
expert consult request form to thereby facilitate a medical consultation at least 
partially based upon the at least one expert consultation request form (See Mayaud, 
Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(B) As per claim 2, Mayaud discloses a system wherein said patient medical report 
further includes at least one expert consult pointer that is associated with the at least 
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one expert consult request form, and wherein said at least one request processing 
element is responsive to a selection of the at least one expert consult pointer to 
thereby display the associated at least one expert consult request form and populate 
the associated expert consult request form with the portion of the medical information 
from said patient medical report (See Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; 
Col.20, lines 32-67). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Barry and Mayaud are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 , and incorporated herein. 

(C) As per claim 3, Barry discloses a system wherein the at least one expert consult 
request form includes at least one medical information field, wherein said at least one 
request processing element is responsive to a selection of the at least one expert 
consult pointer to thereby display the associated at least one expert consult request 
form and automatically populate the at least one medical information field with the 
portion of the medical information (See Barry, Col. 16, lines 28-62). 

(D) As per claim 4, Barry discloses a system wherein the at least one expert consult 
request form includes at least one input field, wherein said at least one expert 
processing element is capable of receiving patient information into the at least one 
input field, and wherein the at least one completed expert consult request form is 
further based upon the patient information received into the at least one expert 
consultation request form (See Barry, Col.12, lines 58-67 to Col.13, line 21). 
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(E) As per claim 5, Barry discloses a system wherein said request processing 
element is capable of transmitting the at least one expert consult request form to said 
at least one expert processing element (See Barry, Col.4, lines 14-40). 

(F) As per claim 6, Barry discloses a system wherein said at least one expert 
processing element is capable of displaying at least one medical consultation form 
based upon the at least one expert consult request form, wherein said at least one 
expert processing element is capable of receiving consultation information into the at 
least one medical consultation form to complete the at least one medical consultation 
form, and wherein said at least one expert processing element is capable of 
transmitting the at least one completed medical consultation form to thereby provide 
the medical consultation (See Barry, Col.). 

(G) As per claim 7, Mayaud discloses a system wherein the at least one medical 
consultation form includes the portion of the medical information from said patient 
medical report (See Mayaud, Col. 10, lines 20-27). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Barry and Mayaud are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(H) As per claim 8, Mayaud discloses a system further comprising at least one 
database capable of storing the medical information, wherein said at least one request 
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processing element is capable of retrieving the medical information from said at least 
one database (See Mayaud, Col. 10, lines 20-27). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Barry and Mayaud are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(I) As per claim 9, Barry discloses a system wherein said patient medical report is 
further associated with at least one pharmaceutical product report including 
pharmaceutical information for at least one pharmaceutical product, wherein the at 
least one pharmaceutical product report is accessible directly from said patient 
medical report (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56-67 to Col. 5, line 28). 

(J) As per claim 10, Barry discloses a system wherein said patient medical report 
further includes at least one pharmaceutical pointer that is associated with the at least 
one pharmaceutical product report, and wherein said at least one request processing 
element is responsive to a selection of the at least one pharmaceutical pointer to 
thereby display the at least one pharmaceutical product report including at least a 
portion of the pharmaceutical information (See Barry, Col.15, lines 24-59). 

(K) As per claim 1 1 , Barry discloses a system further comprising at least one 
database capable of storing the pharmaceutical information, wherein said at least one 
request processing element is responsive to a selection of the at least one 
pharmaceutical pointer to thereby retrieve at least a portion of the pharmaceutical 
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information from said at least one database and thereafter display the at least one 
pharmaceutical product report (See Barry, Col. 15, lines 24-59). 

(L) As per claim 12, Barry discloses a system wherein the at least one 
pharmaceutical product report includes at least one input field, wherein said at least 
one request processing element is capable of receiving input information into the at 
least one input field, and wherein said at least one request processing element is 
capable of transmitting the input information (See Barry, Col.8, lines 5-44). 

(M) As per claim 13, Barry discloses a system wherein the at least one 
pharmaceutical product report is associated with pharmaceutical information for at 
least one pharmaceutical product comprising at least one of marketing information 
and reference information (See Barry, Col. 10, lines 33-67). 

(N) As per claim 14, Barry discloses a system for improving treatment of medical 
patients comprising: 

at least one request processing element comprising a patient medical report 
including medical information, said patient medical report being associated with at 
least one pharmaceutical product report including pharmaceutical information for at 
least one pharmaceutical product, wherein the at least one pharmaceutical product 
report is accessible directly from said patient medical report (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56- 
67 to Col.5, line 21); and 
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Barry does not explicitly disclose that the system having "at least one database 
capable of storing the pharmaceutical information, wherein said at least one request 
processing element is capable of retrieving at least a portion of the pharmaceutical 
information from said at least one database as the at least one pharmaceutical product 
report is accessed. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In particular, 
Mayaud suggests that the system having "at least one database capable of storing the 
pharmaceutical information, wherein said at least one request processing element is 
capable of retrieving at least a portion of the pharmaceutical information from said at 
least one database as the at least one pharmaceutical product report is accessed (See 
Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col. 19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(O) As per claim 15, Barry discloses a system wherein said patient medical report 
further includes at least one pharmaceutical pointer that is associated with the at least 
one pharmaceutical product report, and wherein said at least one request processing 
element is responsive to a selection of the at least one pharmaceutical pointer to 
thereby retrieve a respective portion of the pharmaceutical information and display 
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the respective pharmaceutical product report (See Barry, Col. 15, lines 24-59). 

(P) As per claim 16, Barry discloses a system wherein said request processing 
element is capable of receiving information into the at least one pharmaceutical 
product report, and wherein said at least one request processing element is capable of 
at least one of storing the information and transmitting the information (See Barry, Col.5, 
lines 1-29). 

(Q) As per claim 1 7, Barry discloses a system wherein the at least one 
pharmaceutical product report is associated with pharmaceutical information for at 
least one pharmaceutical product comprising at least one of marketing information 
and reference information (See Barry, Col. 10, lines 33-67). 

(R) As per claim 18, Barry discloses a system wherein said patient medical report is 
further associated with at least one expert consult request form, wherein the at least 
one expert consult request form is accessible directly from said patient medical report, 
and wherein said at least one request processing element is capable of populating the 
at least one expert consult request form with a portion of the medical information 
from said patient medical report (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56-67 to Col.5, line 21) said 
system further comprising: 

Mayaud does not explicitly disclose that the system having at least one expert 
processing element capable of receiving the at least one completed expert consult 
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request form to thereby facilitate a medical consultation at least partially based upon the 
at least one expert consultation request form. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In particular, 
Mayaud suggests that the system having at least one expert processing element 
capable of receiving the at least one completed expert consult request form to thereby 
facilitate a medical consultation at least partially based upon the at least one expert 
consultation request form (See Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, 
lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(S) As per claim 24, Barry discloses a method of improving treatment of medical 
patients comprising: 

displaying a patient medical report including medical information, the patient 
medical report being associated with at least one expert consult request form (See 
Barry, Col.8, lines 5-47); 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the method accessing the at least one 
expert consult request form directly from the patient medical report that is displayed, 
wherein accessing the at least one expert consult request form includes populating the 
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at least one expert consult request form with at least a portion of the medical 
information from the patient medical report that is displayed; 

transmitting the at least one expert consult request form that is accessed and 
thereafter receiving the at least one expert consult request form; and 

generating a medical consultation at least partially based upon the received 
expert consult request form. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the method having accessing the at least one expert 
consult request form directly from the patient medical report that is displayed, wherein 
accessing the at least one expert consult request form includes populating the at least 
one expert consult request form with at least a portion of the medical information from 
the patient medical report that is displayed (See Mayaud, Col. 18, lines 66-67 to Col. 19, 
line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67); 

transmitting the at least one expert consult request form that is accessed and 
thereafter receiving the at least one expert consult request form (See Mayaud, Col.17, 
lines 60-67 to Col. 18, line 24); and 

generating a medical consultation at least partially based upon the received 
expert consult request form (See Mayaud, Col.17, lines 60-67 to Col.18, line 24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 



Application/Control Number: 10/044,725 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3626 

whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(T) As per claim 25, Barry discloses a method of improving treatment of medical 
patients comprising: 

displaying a patient medical report including medical information, the patient 
medical report being associated with at least one pharmaceutical product report that 
includes pharmaceutical information for at least one pharmaceutical product (See Barry; 
Col.8, lines 5-47). 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the method having accessing the at least 
one pharmaceutical product report thereafter retrieving at least a portion of the 
associated pharmaceutical information; and 

displaying the at least one pharmaceutical product report including the 
retrieved portion of the associated pharmaceutical information. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the method having accessing the at least one 
pharmaceutical product report thereafter retrieving at least a portion of the associated 
pharmaceutical information (See Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, 
lines 32-67); and 

displaying the at least one pharmaceutical product report including the 
retrieved portion of the associated pharmaceutical information (See Mayaud, Col.18, 
lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(U) As per claim 26, Barry discloses a computer program product for improving 
treatment of medical patients, the computer program product comprising a computer- 
readable storage medium having computer-readable program code embodied in said 
medium, the computer-readable program code comprising: 

a first executable portion for displaying a patient medical report including 
medical information, the patient medical report being associated with at least one 
expert consult request form (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56-67 to Col.5, line 21); 

a third executable portion for transmitting the accessed at least one expert 
consult request form (See Barry; Col.8, lines 5-47). 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the computer having a second executable 
portion for accessing the at least one expert consult request form directly from the 
patient medical report that is displayed, wherein accessing the at least one expert 
consult request form includes populating the at least one expert consult request form 
with at least a portion of the medical information from the patient medical report that is 
displayed; and 

a fourth executable portion for receiving the accessed at least one expert 
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consult request form and thereafter generating a medical consultation at least partially 
based upon the accessed at least one expert consult request form. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the method having a second executable portion for 
accessing the at least one expert consult request form directly from the patient medical 
report that is displayed, wherein accessing the at least one expert consult request form 
includes populating the at least one expert consult request form with at least a portion of 
the medical information from the patient medical report that is displayed (See Mayaud, 
Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67); and 

a fourth executable portion for receiving the accessed at least one expert 
consult request form and thereafter generating a medical consultation at least partially 
based upon the accessed at least one expert consult request form (See Mayaud, 
Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(V) As per claim 27, Barry discloses a computer program product for improving 
treatment of medical patients, the computer program product comprising a computer- 
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readable storage medium having computer-readable program code embodied in said 
medium, the computer-readable program code comprising: 

a first executable portion for displaying a patient medical report including 
medical information, the patient medical report being associated with at least one 
pharmaceutical product report that includes pharmaceutical information for at least 
one pharmaceutical product (See Barry, Col.4, lines 56-67 to Col.5, line 21). 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the computer having a second executable 
portion for accessing the at least one pharmaceutical product report thereafter retrieving 
at least a portion of the associated pharmaceutical information; and 

a third executable portion for displaying the at least one pharmaceutical 
product report including the retrieved portion of the associated pharmaceutical 
information. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the method having a second executable portion for 
accessing the at least one pharmaceutical product report thereafter retrieving at least a 
portion of the associated pharmaceutical information (See Mayaud, Col. 18, lines 66-67 
to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67); and 

a third executable portion for displaying the at least one pharmaceutical 
product report including the retrieved portion of the associated pharmaceutical 
information (See Mayaud, Col. 18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
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motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(W) As per claim 28, Barry discloses a system for improving treatment of medical 
patients comprising: 

at least one request processing element capable of displaying a patient medical 
report including medical information and at least one expert consult pointer that is 
associated with at least one expert consult request form, wherein said at least one 
request processing element is responsive to a selection of the at least one expert 
consult pointer to thereby display the associated at least one expert consult request 
form (See Barry, Col. 12, lines 58-67 to Col. 13, line 49). 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the system having wherein said at least 
one request processing element is capable of retrieving at least a portion of the medical 
information and thereafter populating the at least one expert consult request form with 
the portion of the medical information, wherein said at least one request processing 
element is capable of transmitting at least one completed expert consult request form, 
and wherein the at least one completed expert consult form is based upon the portion of 
the medical information populated into the at least one expert consultation request form; 
and 

at least one expert processing element capable of receiving the at least one 
completed expert consult request form to thereby facilitate a medical consultation at 
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least partially based upon the at least one completed expert consultation request form. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the system having wherein said at least one request 
processing element is capable of retrieving at least a portion of the medical information 
and thereafter populating the at least one expert consult request form with the portion of 
the medical information, wherein said at least one request processing element is 
capable of transmitting at least one completed expert consult request form, and wherein 
the at least one completed expert consult form is based upon the portion of the medical 
information populated into the at least one expert consultation request form (See 
Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67); and 

at least one expert processing element capable of receiving the at least one 
completed expert consult request form to thereby facilitate a medical consultation at 
least partially based upon the at least one completed expert consultation request form 
(See Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 

(X) As per claim 29, Barry discloses a system for improving treatment of medical 
patients comprising: 
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at least one request processing element capable of displaying a patient medical 
report including medical information and at least one pharmaceutical pointer that 
identifies and is associated with at least one electronic pharmaceutical product report 
(See Barry, Col. 12, lines 58-67 to Col. 13, line 49). 

Barry does not explicitly disclose that the system having wherein the at least one 
electronic pharmaceutical product report is associated with pharmaceutical information 
for at least one pharmaceutical product, wherein the at least one pharmaceutical 
product report includes at least one input field, wherein said at least one request 
processing element is responsive to a selection of at least one pharmaceutical pointer 
to thereby retrieve at least a portion of the associated pharmaceutical information and 
thereafter display the at least one pharmaceutical product report with the portion of the 
pharmaceutical product information, and wherein said at least one request processing 
element is capable of receiving information input into the at least one input field of the 
pharmaceutical product report; and 

at least one database capable of storing the pharmaceutical information, 
wherein said at least one request processing element is responsive to a selection of the 
at least one pharmaceutical pointer to thereby retrieve at least a portion of the 
associated pharmaceutical information from said at least one database and thereafter 
display the at least one pharmaceutical product report. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Mayaud. In 
particular, Mayaud suggests that the method having wherein the at least one electronic 
pharmaceutical product report is associated with pharmaceutical information for at least 



Application/Control Number: 10/044,725 Page 19 

Art Unit: 3626 

one pharmaceutical product, wherein the at least one pharmaceutical product report 
includes at least one input field, wherein said at least one request processing element is 
responsive to a selection of at least one pharmaceutical pointer to thereby retrieve at 
least a portion of the associated pharmaceutical information and thereafter display the 
at least one pharmaceutical product report with the portion of the pharmaceutical 
product information, and wherein said at least one request processing element is 
capable of receiving information input into the at least one input field of the 
pharmaceutical product report (See Mayaud, Col. 18, lines 66-67 to Col. 19, line 22; 
Col.20, lines 32-67); and 

at least one database capable of storing the pharmaceutical information, 
wherein said at least one request processing element is responsive to a selection of the 
at least one pharmaceutical pointer to thereby retrieve at least a portion of the 
associated pharmaceutical information from said at least one database and thereafter 
display the at least one pharmaceutical product report (See Mayaud, Col.18, lines 66-67 
to Col.19, line 22; Col.20, lines 32-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Mayaud within the system of Barry with the 
motivation of providing a system a patient-condition treatment specification procedure 
whereby in creating said prescription said prescriber specifies a patient condition for 
treatment by said prescribed drug (See Mayaud, Col.5, lines 9-12). 
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(Y) Claims 1 9-23 recite the underlying process steps of the elements of claims 2, 5- 
8, and respectively. As the various elements of claims 2, 5-8 have been shown to be 
either disclosed by or obvious in view of the collective teachings of Barry and Mayaud, it 
is readily apparent that the apparatus disclosed by the applied prior art performs the 
recited underlying functions. As such, the limitations recited in claims 19-23 are rejected 
for the same reasons given above for the system claims 2, 5-8, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied art teaches method and apparatus 
for the management of data files (6,263,330), system and method for providing 
continuous expert network critical care services from a remote locations (6,804,656) 
and system, method, and apparatus for storing, retrieving, and integrating clinical, 
diagnostic, genomic, and therapeutic data (2003/00461 14). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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